one winter’s
who embarks on a sel
fore it’s too late.

hen 10-year-old Mika discovers a
ersen bty ehenms dee
apartment, he has no idea that the
about to change his life. Mika, an unu-
sual boy who finds it difficult to connect with peo-
ple, forms an immediate bond with the horse. He
suddenly finds himself embroiled in a crazy ad-
e e g e e s, e b
neighbour, a couple of crooks, the charming old
lady next door and, of course, the horse. Can he
save the horse before its fate is sealed?

LONG SYNOPSIS

10yearold Mika is different from other kids.
He has a mild form of autism which makes it
hard for him to connect with other people. He
loves maths, is incapable of telling a lie or un-
derstanding a joke and has to have lunch at
precisely 14:17 each day.

His single mother, Lara works hard, but luck-
ily they can always rely on Hedi, the charm-
ng old lady next door who is like a granny to
Mika.

Mika's strictly controlled life is turned up-
side down one winter’s night when he hears a
neighing sound. He can hardly believe his eyes
when he spots a horse on the balcony of the
apartment next door! On his mission to solve
the mystery, he teams up with Dana, a spirited
girl who likes pretending to be an Indian prin-
cess, although her grandmother is in fact the
cleaning lady of the apartment block.
wanr:_w into the flat s_:_ the _S_noi in

out that their new neighbour Sascha, a former
mathematician and hapless gambler, has won
the horse in a lottery and is eager fo sell i

pay off his debts.

The discovery of a horse on the balcony of a neighbour’s apartment
ight ao-:v_o-o_< transforms the life of 10-year-old Mika,
s of crazy adventures to save the horse be-

Mika instantly connects with the
animal and lends a welcome helping hand to
Sascha, who is unable to cope with his four-
legged prize on his own. At the racecourse
they discover that the horse was once a famous
racehorse called Bucephalus. Although the
horse is no longer able to race, he would make
a perfect companion for a boy like Mika, who
is transformed by the experience of just sitting
on his back. Alas, Mika and his mum cannot
afford a horse and Sascha is forced fo convert
his only possession into cash to pay his debts.
Will the slaughterhouse be the last resort?

Mika and Dana, who become firm friends i
their mission to save Bucephalus, are not easily
defeated. With Dana’s street credibility and Mi-
ka's unusual talents, including a photographi
memory for car registration plates and a gift
for predicting the results of a roulette game, the
kids are well-equipped to tackle the seemingly
hopeless situation. With courage and imagina-
tion, they leave no stone unturned to rescue Bu-
cephalus not only from the slaughterhouse, but
also from the moneylending crooks. Chasing
through Vienna, hiding in the crooks' car, even
concocting a crazy plan to win a fortune at the
roulette table, they go through one adventure
after another.

Shortly before Christmas, all hope seems to
be lost: Bucephalus is abducted by the crooks
and Hedi is hospitalized following a heart at-
tack. For the first fime ever, Mika prays to God
and makes a double Christmas wish for Hedi
and Bucephalus. Then, in the nick of time on
Christmas Eve, the miracle happens! After a
gripping show-down the children outsmart the
crooks, free Bucephalus, and Hedi — who hap-
pened fo hit the jackpot in the casino at the last
minute - is released from hospital. Never mind
that Lara burned the traditional goose dinner in
all the excitement - all of them are invited for
an unusual Christmas party at Dana’s home.
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THE DIRECTOR

HUSEYIN TABAK

“1 hope children will still enjoy watch-
ing this film when they grow up, and
that each time they’ll discover something
new for themselves in the story. It's a
fun-packed film that encourages children
to ask questions, and grown-ups to think
pretty carefully before answering such
questions. The aim is to prompt children
to take an interest in subjects that aren’t
everyday matters, thereby giving them
hori-

zons.” (Hiseyin Tabak)

German
2012

Hiiseyin Tabak

n Company: ...

ilan Dor, freely adapting the novel by

Katja Dor-Helmer
Mini Film, Vienna, Austria

Hiseyin Tabak was born in 1981. He started out

his way up to assistant director over the course
of 20 feature films. During this period he made
a dozen short
2006 to 2012, Tabak studied directing and script-
writing at the Vienna Film Academy under Peter
Patzak and Michael Haneke. He completed
studies with the fulllength film “Your beauty is
worth nothing”, before he direted “A horse on the
Balcony”.
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»HORSE POWERS
THAT MOVE MOUNTAINS .«
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A BOY WHO HAD ALWAYS FELT OUT OF _u_.>ﬂm.. >.IOww_m THAT ENDED Cv._Z >v<.mw.< STRANGE PLACE. ._.OOm._.Imm. THEY ARE IN FOR AN UNUSUAL ADVENTURE!

A POWERFUL AND TOUCHING

WINTER TALE
FOR THE wHOLE FAMILY




