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“I hope children w
ill still enjoy w

atch-
ing this fi lm

 w
hen they grow

 up, and 
that each tim

e they’ll discover som
ething 

new
 for them

selves in the story. It’s a 
fun-packed fi lm

 that encourages children 
to ask questions, and grow

n-ups to think 
pretty carefully before answ

ering such 
questions. The aim

 is to prom
pt children 

to take an interest in subjects that aren’t 
everyday m

atters, thereby giving them
 

the opportunity to broaden their hori-
zons.” (H

üseyin Tabak)

H
üseyin Tabak w

as born in 1981. H
e started out 

in the fi lm
 industry in 2003 in H

am
burg, w

orking 
his w

ay up to assistant director over the course 
of 20 feature fi lm

s. During this period he m
ade 

a dozen short fi lm
s w

ith friends and fam
ily. From

 
2006 to 2012, Tabak studied directing and script-
w

riting at the Vienna Film
 Academ

y under Peter 
Patzak and M

ichael H
aneke. H

e com
pleted his 

studies w
ith the full-length fi lm

 “Your beauty is 
w

orth nothing”, before he direted “A horse on the 
Balcony”.

W
hen 

10-year-old 
M

ika 
discovers 

a 
horse on the balcony of a neighbour’s 
apartm

ent, he has no idea that the 
horse is about to change his life. M

ika, an unu-
sual boy w

ho fi nds it diffi cult to connect w
ith peo-

ple, form
s an im

m
ediate bond w

ith the horse. H
e 

suddenly fi nds him
self em

broiled in a crazy ad-
venture involving an ‘Indian princess’, a troubled 
neighbour, a couple of crooks, the charm

ing old 
lady next door and, of course, the horse. Can he 
save the horse before its fate is sealed?

10-year-old M
ika is different from

 other kids. 
H

e has a m
ild form

 of autism
 w

hich m
akes it 

hard for him
 to connect w

ith other people. H
e 

loves m
aths, is incapable of telling a lie or un-

derstanding a joke and has to have lunch at 
precisely 14:17 each day.

H
is single m

other, Lara w
orks hard, but luck-

ily they can alw
ays rely on H

edi, the charm
-

ing old lady next door w
ho is like a granny to 

M
ika.
M

ika’s strictly controlled life is turned up-
side dow

n one w
inter’s night w

hen he hears a 
neighing sound. H

e can hardly believe his eyes 
w

hen he spots a horse on the balcony of the 
apartm

ent next door! O
n his m

ission to solve 
the m

ystery, he team
s up w

ith Dana, a spirited 
girl w

ho likes pretending to be an Indian prin-
cess, although her grandm

other is in fact the 
cleaning lady of the apartm

ent block. 
Breaking into the fl at w

ith the balcony in 
question is only the fi rst step in a series of chal-
lenging adventures for the tw

o children. It turns 
out that their new

 neighbour Sascha, a form
er 

m
athem

atician and hapless gam
bler, has w

on 
the horse in a lottery and is eager to sell it to 
pay off his debts.

M
ika instantly connects w

ith the distressed 
anim

al and lends a w
elcom

e helping hand to 
Sascha, w

ho is unable to cope w
ith his four-

legged prize on his ow
n. At the racecourse 

they discover that the horse w
as once a fam

ous 
racehorse 

called 
Bucephalus. 

Although 
the 

horse is no longer able to race, he w
ould m

ake 
a perfect com

panion for a boy like M
ika, w

ho 
is transform

ed by the experience of just sitting 
on his back. Alas, M

ika and his m
um

 cannot 
afford a horse and Sascha is forced to convert 
his only possession into cash to pay his debts. 
W

ill the slaughterhouse be the last resort?
M

ika and Dana, w
ho becom

e fi rm
 friends in 

their m
ission to save Bucephalus, are not easily 

defeated. W
ith Dana’s street credibility and M

i-
ka’s unusual talents, including a photographic 
m

em
ory for car registration plates and a gift 

for predicting the results of a roulette gam
e, the 

kids are w
ell-equipped to tackle the seem

ingly 
hopeless situation. W

ith courage and im
agina-

tion, they leave no stone unturned to rescue Bu-
cephalus not only from

 the slaughterhouse, but 
also from

 the m
oneylending crooks. C

hasing 
through Vienna, hiding in the crooks’ car, even 
concocting a crazy plan to w

in a fortune at the 
roulette table, they go through one adventure 
after another. 

Shortly before C
hristm

as, all hope seem
s to 

be lost: Bucephalus is abducted by the crooks 
and H

edi is hospitalized follow
ing a heart at-

tack. For the fi rst tim
e ever, M

ika prays to G
od 

and m
akes a double C

hristm
as w

ish for H
edi 

and Bucephalus. Then, in the nick of tim
e on 

C
hristm

as Eve, the m
iracle happens! After a 

gripping show
-dow

n the children outsm
art the 

crooks, free Bucephalus, and H
edi – w

ho hap-
pened to hit the jackpot in the casino at the last 
m

inute – is released from
 hospital. N

ever m
ind 

that Lara burned the traditional goose dinner in 
all the excitem

ent – all of them
 are invited for 

an unusual C
hristm

as party at Dana’s hom
e.

The discovery of a horse on the balcony of a neighbour’s apartm
ent 

one w
inter’s night com

pletely transform
s the life of 10-year-old M

ika, 
w

ho em
barks on a series of crazy adventures to save the horse be-

fore it’s too late.
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Target audience:  .......... Children betw
een 6 and 12 and their parents

Language:  .................... G
erm

an
Year of production: ....... 2012
Script:  .......................... M

ilan D
or, freely adapting the novel by his father M

ilo D
or

D
irector:  ....................... H

üseyin Tabak
Producer:  ..................... K

atja D
or-H

elm
er

Production Com
pany:  ... M

ini Film
, V

ienna, A
ustria

Form
at:  ........................ D

igital, screen ratio 1:1,85
Length: ......................... 90 m

in 

STARRING ENZO GAIER, NORA TSCHIRNER, ANDREAS KIENDL, NATAŠA PAUNOVI�, BIBIANA ZELLER, MURATHAN MUSLU, ALEXANDER FENNON, ADEM KARADUMAN, ANDREAS BETTINGER, MARGARETHE TIESEL, RABIE PERI�, 
BEATRIX BRUNSCHKO, ABDULAKADIR TUNCER, FRITZ HÖRTENHUBER   U.A. ALS GÄSTE ERNST STANKOVSKI, BRANKO SAMAROVSKI
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